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Structured Independent Reading 
Class/ grade:  Date:  

Help your students choose 
the right book, appropriate 

to their independent reading 
level.  The five- finger rule, 

shown at right, is a quick 
method to loosely estimating 

reading ability if you do not 
have specific data.   

 
If possible, use a student’s 

guided reading level, Lexile 
level, or other more accurate 
reading assessment method 

to helps students select 
books appropriate to their 
independent reading level.  

1. Consider the five-finger rule: 
• Turn to any page in the book. 
• Allow students to read the book and hold up a 

finger for each work he/ she does not know (or 
write down each word).  

• If student holds up 3 or less fingers, the book is 
too easy. 

• If the student holds up 3-4 fingers the book is 
appropriate 

• If the student holds up 5 fingers, the book may 
be too challenging BUT may still be ok- check for 
word comprehension (part 2) 

2. Discuss the meaning of the 
unknown words, then ask 
students to summarize and 
explain the main idea of the 
page he/ she read. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. If students can comprehend 
the text with the unknown 
words and the book is 
appropriately challenging, 
students may select the book.  

 Current Lesson Focus Next Day’s Focus 
1. Read Aloud & Comprehension 

Assign a paragraph/ page Comprehension check- in Comprehension check- in 

Ask each student to quietly 
read aloud a paragraph or 
page to you individually.  
Other students should 
continue reading their own 
books silently during this 
time. Listen for reading 
errors and correct the errors 
immediately. Then, ask 1-2 
questions on the reading to 
gauge comprehension. 

Ask 1- 2 targeted questions related only to the paragraph 
or page the student read aloud to you.  Choose a 
comprehension idea from the list below to help you build 
your questions, or develop your own: 
 

 Relate to background knowledge 
 Connect to another text or reading 
 Summary of the main idea 
 Self-reflection on the impact of the text 
 Feeling or tone of the text 
 Other 

 

Ask 1- 2 targeted questions related only to the paragraph or 
page the student read aloud to you.  Choose a comprehension 
idea from the list below to help you build your questions, or 
develop your own: 
 

 Relate to background knowledge 
 Connect to another text or reading 
 Summary of the main idea 
 Self-reflection on the impact of the text 
 Feeling or tone of the text 
 Other 

 

2. Vocabulary 
Assign a Task Vocabulary Strategy Define Vocabulary Strategy Define 

Select a page or chapter for 
students to read.  Ask 
students to write down or 
annotate any unknown or 
difficult to pronounce word.  
Check for difficult words 
yourself as you monitor the 
student’s reading. 
 
 
 
 

Assign one strategy for 
students to define the 
unknown words. Note: you 
may need to model/ teach 
this: 
 

Context clues 
Visualize 
Known part 
Connections 
Dictionary 

Require one method for 
students to explain the 
definition: 
 

 Written definition 
 Discussion 

 
 
 
 
 

Assign one strategy for 
students to define the 
unknown words. Note: you 
may need to model/ teach 
this: 
 

Context clues 
Visualize 
Known part 
Connections 
Dictionary 

Require one method for 
students to explain the 
definition: 
 

 Written definition 
 Discussion 

 
 
 
 
 

3. Teaching & Discussion 
Select a targeted teaching 
point and require discussion 
either verbally or through a 
written response. This 
should be specific to the text 
the student read that day. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Verbal or   Written 
 

Retell/ summarize                                 Predict 
Make connections                                Character traits 
Compare/ Contrast                               Inferences 
Evaluate ideas                                         Figurative language 
Key details                                                Cause and Effect 
Main idea                                                      Author’s purpose 
Character analysis                                Other _______________ 

 Verbal or   Written 
 

Retell/ summarize                                 Predict 
Make connections                                Character traits 
Compare/ Contrast                               Inferences 
Evaluate ideas                                         Figurative language 
Key details                                                Cause and Effect 
Main idea                                                      Author’s purpose 
Character analysis                                Other _______________ 

Use this template as a guide to structure your student’s independent reading time.  
Choose different skills and activities for each day of the week.   Use data collected during your current lesson to help guide 
your focus for next day. 
Note: You may provide different tasks/ teaching points to individual students based on their reading- these prompts do not 
have to look the same across all students. You may also not complete each of the three points on each day, depending on pacing 
and depth of discussions.  However, attempt to complete all three points for each student by the end of the week.  
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