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TURN AND TALK PROMPTS 
Please note that the list below is not meant to be a comprehensive list of Turn and Talk 
prompts, but simply a starter guide to get you thinking about how you can use this tool in your 
classroom. 

READING 

1. Which character did you identify most with in the book and why?
2. What do you predict will happen in the next chapter?
3. What did you visualize when you read this chapter?
4. Describe a connection you made while reading this piece. It can be a text-to-text, text-

to-self, or text-to-world connection.
5. What is something the main character did that surprised you?
6. Choose a word that was unfamiliar to you when you first read this book. Explain to your

partner how you determined the meaning of the word.
7. What do you think is the theme of the story?
8. Do you agree with the character’s actions? Why or why not?
9. After reading this book, what is one question you would want to ask the author?
10. What do you think the author’s purpose was for writing this story?

MATH 

1. Explain the strategy you used to solve this problem, and why you chose it.
2. Share three ways we use math in our everyday lives.
3. Analyze this problem and see if you can find the error the student made while solving it.

Discuss with your partner how you would correct the error.
4. Do you agree or disagree with how I just solved this problem? Defend your answer.
5. What would be the next step?
6. Choose one math tool / manipulative we have used this year, and explain to your

partner what it can be used for.
7. Which image / shape / pattern does not belong in this set of 4? Explain your thinking.
8. What information do you still need in order to solve this problem?
9. I can check my answer by…… 
10. I know my answer is reasonable because…



SCIENCE 

1. The physical properties of ___________ and ____________ are similar because
___________________.

2. What do you predict will happen as we complete this investigation?
3. Choose one science safety tool and explain to your partner how to use it and why it is

important.
4. Explain what you observed during the experiment, and why you think this happened.
5. Explain the process of how matter can change from one state to another.
6. Choose a plant or animal we have studied, and explain how it is adapted to thrive in its

particular environment.
7. Take turns describing to each other the stages of the ___________’s life cycle.
8. A change we could make to our design is _______________. I think this will impact it by

__________________.
9. Choose one environmental change, and explain to your partner how it impacts the

environment.
10. How can we represent the data we have collected from this experiment?

SOCIAL STUDIES 

1. Which invention do you think had the greatest impact on our society and why?
2. Do you think it is important to learn about the history of our country? Defend your

answer.
3. Think about the two cultures we have studied. Describe one way in which they are

similar and one way in which they are different.
4. Describe how ________________ had an impact on society.
5. How can you determine if an online resource is valid?
6. Choose an important feature of a map or globe and explain its significance.
7. Explain how supply and demand effect the price of a good or service.
8. Find an example of one non-fiction text feature in your history textbook, show it to your

partner, and explain how it helps you as a reader.
9. What do you think is the most important reason for a group of people to immigrate to

another country?
10. Of the 10 amendments in the Bill of Rights, which do you think is most important?

Defend your answer.

Model Teaching, 2019.  All Rights Reserved. 


